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I
A Brief Profile of the Nava Nalanda Mahavihara

lntroduction
Nulanda has bccn a sc.l ol profound knowlcdgc and wisdom. It i5

intcrcsting k) notc that lhc stcatitc and slonc statlrcs ol thc lJuddhisl' Hindu dnd Jaina

doities havc bccn lbulrd at Nalanda ilnd i|r its surroundings Nalanda ilnd lhc rutns ol

thc Ancicnt Mahavihara arc xln()st synonymous which has bccn thc grcilt ccntcr ol

lluddhist lcarning lbrmcarly ?00 years. Nalanda is considercd i$ an Ancicnt ccntre ol'

Advanced Studics in. Arl, Architccturc, lconography' l,itcrltturc' PhilosoPhy ilnd

Rcligious- Trcalisos. mainly in IluddhistdisciPlincthat.rttractcd the lbrcign sludi]nts

likc Fa-l licn, Xuan Zang and Itstng.

In ordcr to dcvcbp.a centrc oftligher Sludics in Paliand Uuddhist Sltldies on

lhc linc ofAncictrt Nalanda Mahavihara, Nava Nalanda Mahavihara was cstablishcd

by Covcrnmcnt of Bihar in the ycar 1951. Dcpartmenl of Cullurc. MIIRI).

Covcrnmcnt ol lndia took over lhc Mahavihara under its adnrinistrativc conlrol as an

autonotnous institution in lq94 and conscquently thc UCC accorded thc statlls ol'

l)ccmcd t{) bc Univcrsity lo Nava Nalanda Mahavihara on Novcmbcr ll' 2006 ,4.1

prcscnt rhc NNM is a Decmcd to bc Univcr$ity lully fundcd and administctcd by thc

Minislry ol C'ulturc, Covcrnmcnt ol-lndiz

B!ckground

It seems alproprialc hcrc lo throw some light on historicily ofNalanda and

ancicnt Mahavihara. Nalanda lraccs its origin to lhe hallowed prcscnce ol thc

Buddha himsell'who gavc his early tcachings in Rajagrha' lhe capital of lhe then
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Magadha cmpire which was just I I km from Nalanda. Nalanda as a monastic

institution, at the time ol thc Buddha, emergcd inlo the greatest academic and

spiritual ccntcr ofAsia during thc carly medicval pcriod. I1 occupics a prominent

placc in the annals ofBuddhism.

Thc story ofthc fbundation ofthc Nalanda Mahavihara has bccn vividl,
dcscribcd by thc l'amous Chincsc monk-scholar Vcn. Xuan Zang. According to

hirn thc name ol'Sakradilya (415-455 AD) who is idcnrificd \, i(h Kumaragupra,

onc oflhc C!tpta kings, is considcrcd as thc fbundcr ofNalanda Monastcry. A l'cr,

olhcr m()nastcries wcrc also buill allerrvards bv othcr kings. For cxanrplc,

Iluddhagupta, Tathagatagupta. Baladitya and Vlira built lb!r Sangharanus or

nronaslcrics at Nalanda aticr Sakraditya. A ccntrnl Indirn king also built ..

nlarvclous monaslcry hcrc. Lalcf. thc dillcrcnt ntonaslcrics $crc broughl int()

itggrc!:itiofl cdrslrlctin{ round lhe edificcs a high wrll \,!jth otr0 gatc. l hus thc

\\hol.J irrca w|s trxnslirrnrcd lllto n (;tcal l\.1(n).rst!t\'(trtlha!ihlrm) a Ltnttar)

..iuhl1\I1|n(nt ltavinq thc shapc ol ,a Lrni\.crsil\ lfornrboul -l5r).Al)asit\oltluitl
s.al .houctl hcarilg ihi irJs(iripti{nr : \alrDrlr nruharihar.i\rrya bhiLro-
srnghnst'r (ol lhc vcncrablc Monk co4ritunitv {)l Nalan(1a Vahavrhilra).

I hc at'nospherc $ithin thc Nalanda N.laha\ jirora \r'ils \.clv cohcsivc and

sill n!.r,itofing. Studcnls lncnLoacd oacll olhcr irl rur lcctiu( llrc ii r,kills bv coaring

d(L)ales. adrno!lishtng cach othcr and by litlktng:rbout th!'sastras. Studcnts liollr
l,)rfrsn countflcs eantc k) the cslablishrncnt lbr a dccpcr. u|dctslanding ol-thc
fi.rlras iIr(il{i pLtt an cnd to thcir doubls and ds thcy lcamcd and pracliocd. thcy thcn

bccxmc celebratcd. Although it was a ccntrc ofMahiiyan!. studcnts also studicd

lonchings ol_ 113 othcr sccls, l'{,rlrrr, nlcdicinc, logicr, islrology and astronoity
:rnong n)aly othcr subjccts lj\'cry' (iay rvithin thc campus lhcy arrangc(l

p|cuchirrgs ol'100 puptls tnd all srudcnts atrc'nded thcsc discourscs wilhout fail
Ilrcrarchr, ofthe r onks depent{cd on ho$ nlanv (oll€altorJs ol rutras lhc} could
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explain. At Xuan Znng's timc thcrc werc 1000 monks who could cxplain 20

collecrions, 500 monks who cotlld cxplain 30 collcctions Mastcr Shilabhadra.

Xlnn Zang's teachcr and lhc chicfabbot ofthc Mahavihara alonc could cxplain 5(l

collccrions. llwui Lun (7"'Cll) aud lt-Sing(7.CE) havc mcnlioncd abolrt J500

n(n1k studcnts staying in thcNalanda Mahavihara Buddhisrn in gcncralwas taughr

and practiccd at Nalanda Mahavihara lbllowing thc age old lluddhist conccpt ol

Pariyatti (thcory), Palipatti (practicc) and Pativcda (cxpcricncc) lhcrcby. acquiring

knorvlcdge both nrundane and supra_tntrndane

Thc contribution ol thc Mahavihnra to thc dcvclopnlcnt ol llu{ldhist

learning. particularly to its idcalistic plrilosophy was wcll rccogrizcd Silibhadra.

u,ho is rcponcd lo havc bccn lhc only onc havirlg milslcl) olcr thc Sutras'

instructcd Xuan Zang in thc intricncics ol idcalistic philosophy and thc lattcr in

tum li\tndcd a new school ol it ilftcr his rcturn to (lhina Nalanda was also a ccntrL

ol Uuddhisl logic. Dingnag. lhc l'ithcr of lluddhist logic' was .n itcarya hcrc llc

was folk)wcd by Dharmakri{i who furthcr dcvclopcd logic' Prajnlkarirnitra ol'thc

Plh pcriod was anothcr luminary in this ficld

HowcYcr. in coune ol'titno Nalanda Mahaviharil wiN dcscncd duc to

Muslim invasion and evcllttlillly lbrgottcn. Thc sile ultimatcly tunlcd into mounds'

Ftuncis lluchan0n was lhe llrst pcrson who iDitiatcd a spot survcy ofthc placc on

January 13. lltl2. Uul it wa$ Sir nlcxandcr Cunnigham who lirst and linalll

idcrllilicd thc conlplcx ol ruins oiMahaviharl in I ll6l -(r2. A. M ' broadly cxcavate'l

in 1870, sonlc ponions ol this itlpotl nl sile. ll l a systcnlalic cxcavntil)n \\{)rl

:ila cd lrndcr Spooncr in lt)16.'Ihc work continlrcd lbr 20 ycars ull(ler scvcral

cxcavators and tlnally Shri Hirnnaida Shastri conlplcted lhc tnajor parl ol-thc

qxca!ation work. Thc tindings arc now prcscrvcd al thc rui!1s sitc at Nalanda and

thc antiquitics in thc lbrm ofinscriptions. icons' lcrracotta, scals. ctc ' discovercd

are prcscrved in thc Archaeological Muscum just oppositc thc 'ruins' sitc al

Nalanda. Thc importance ofNalanda Mahavihara has bccn rccognized as a Cenlrc
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